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The Association of Western States Folklorists (AWSF) is pleased to announce its annual meeting, which will be held at St. 
Mary’s Arts Center, Virginia City, Nevada, April 10 – 14, 2011. The abbreviated schedule of events is as follows: 
 

Sunday, April 10 – Travel to Reno and group transport to Virginia City; if you arrive early, afternoon activities in Reno 
begin at 2:00 pm, and there will be a no-host group dinner at 5:00 pm. Carpool to Virginia City at 6:30 pm sharp. 

Monday, April 11 – That Was Then, This Is Now: Plain Talk About the Future of Public Folklore, A Facilitated Discussion 
with Betsy Peterson – Part 1 

Tuesday, April 12 – Conversation with Betsy Peterson – Part 2 and Annual Meeting Discussions & Activities 
Wednesday, April 13 – Annual Meeting Discussions & Activities 
Thursday, April 14 – The Graze / Depart Reno 
Friday, April 15 – Depart Reno 

 
VIRGINIA CITY – HOME OF THE COMSTOCK LODE 
Established in 1861, Virginia City became the richest mining town in the world. San Francisco was built from the mines of the 
Comstock and the Civil War was partially financed from the gold and silver discovered beneath the city. Mark Twain began his 
illustrious writing career at Virginia City's own "Territorial Enterprise" and one can visit his, and many other, museums all within 
walking distance in this richly historic town. The city, with the surrounding Comstock Historic District, encompasses the 
Comstock mines, and the historic towns of Gold Hill and Silver City. The entire area is now a National Landmark. To explore 
the history of Virginia City and the Comstock visit Nevada Humanities' Online Nevada Encyclopedia at 
http://onlinenevada.org/. To learn more about Virginia City visit http://onlinenevada.org/virginia_city_and_gold_hill. To learn 
more about the Comstock Mining District visit http://onlinenevada.org/comstock_mining_district. For tourism information about 
Virginia City visit http://www.virginiacity-nv.org/. 
 
TRAVEL & TRANSPORTATION 
Virginia City is located in the mountains approximately 45 minutes from downtown Reno. Group transport will depart Reno at 
6:30 pm sharp, so please plan on arriving prior to 6:00 pm if you would like to join others in driving up to Virginia City. Several 
of us will be gathering for dinner at 5:00 pm, please feel free to join us – we will announce our dinner location closer to the 
date. Our local hosts (Christina, Meg, Andrea, Pat, and Jeanne) are happy to make airport runs throughout the day on 
Sunday, so please contact us if you need a ride. 
 
LODGING 
St. Mary’s Arts Center 
This year’s conference will take place at St. Mary’s Arts Center, which has a limited number of sleeping rooms, all available to 
us at a bargain rate. Please note that St. Mary’s is a funky historic 1876 hospital turned arts center with a number of rooms, a 
classroom/meeting space, two large kitchens, and six shared bathrooms – you will most likely be assigned a roommate. 
Towels and bedding will be provided. If you prefer a more traditional lodging arrangement with a private bathroom, you may 
want to consider one of the other lodging options below.  
 
The $150 lodging fee covers lodging for four nights (arrival on the evening of 4/10 and departure on the morning of 
4/14) and the makings for a self-serve, light breakfast each morning in one of the Center’s two enormous basement 
kitchens.  
 
Lodging at St. Mary’s is limited and available on a first come, first served basis. Once St. Mary’s reaches its capacity 
conference attendees will have the opportunity to register for lodging at The Silverland Hotel the conference rate of $69.00 per 
night. The Silverland Hotel is located three blocks from St. Mary’s. To register for lodging at St. Mary’s please state your 
preference on the attached registration form and include the $150 payment with your registration fee.  



 
Special Student Lodging Opportunity at St. Mary’s 
St. Mary’s has recently refurbished and furnished the old hospital attic into a one-room dormitory with cots, creating a fun and 
funky sleeping space. This is a long, loft attic room with eight cots side by side. Think serious slumber party. Anyone can sleep 
up there – but we’d like to offer this to students first at the bargain rate of $50 for four nights, self-serve breakfast included. We 
do not certify the comfort of the cots, so if you have serious back problems you might want to explore other options. But you 
can’t beat the price! 
 
History of St. Mary’s 
Building St. Mary’s Art Center is housed in an historic building formerly known as the St. Mary Louise Hospital. Built in 1875 by 
the Sisters of Charity and Father Patrick Manogue (later Bishop Manogue of the Sacramento Diocese), this four-story brick 
structure sits on land donated by Mrs. John W. (Mary Louise) Mackay, wife of one of the four Bonanza Kings. The land was 
purchased from the estate of Major Van Bokkelin, who had blown himself and several other occupants of a rooming house up 
after he had stored dynamite and other mining supplies under his bed. Von Bokkelin was the proprietor of a beer garden on 
the land. The Sisters of Charity operated a school and orphanage as well as staffing the hospital. When completed, it 
contained 36 rooms including five wards and 12 private rooms. Sixty to seventy patients could be accommodated. It was a 
subscription hospital whereby the miners paid monthly dues for care at the facility. Furnishings included Brussels carpets, 
marble-topped washstands with hot and cold running water and gas lighting. Steam heat was piped to each room. The 
operating room was located on the ground floor as well as a large kitchen with a range presented by Mrs. James Fair, wife of 
another Bonanza King. There was a chapel on the second floor next to the large public ward where patients could hear the 
sermon. The attic floor contained two public wards and two private rooms for servants. In 1897, the Sisters of Charity closed 
the hospital due to declining mining activity and population. Storey County was granted title to the building. At about the same 
time, the only other hospital in Virginia City burned and the building then became the Storey County Hospital. It operated until 
approximately 1940 when a dwindling population and a fire on the fourth floor forced it to close. During World War II, all metal 
in the building was stripped for salvage for the war effort. The building was abandoned until 1964 when Father Meinecke, 
pastor of St. Mary’s in the Mountains Church, proposed to the County Commissioners that it be transformed into an art center. 
The County had considered tearing down the building and selling the salvaged bricks. At this time, renovation began. In the 
1960's through the 1990's, SMAC operated from May through October of each year offering lodging and art instruction on a 
weekly basis. The Center is now a hub of creative activity and an active retreat center. 
 
Silverland Inn & Suites 
Silverland Inn & Suites is a traditional hotel/motel (a former Ramada) located at 100 North E Street, approximately four blocks 
(uphill) from St. Mary’s Arts Center and in close proximity to C Street, Virginia City’s main thoroughfare. Visit 
www.silverlandusa.com for more information about the hotel. We have reserved a block of rooms at the conference rate of 
$69.00 per night plus taxes and fees. To register for lodging at Silverland Inn & Suites, please contact them at 775-847-4484 
or www.silverlandusa.com and mention the code “AWSF” to receive the conference rate. 
 
Tahoe House Hotel 
If you’re feeling like a treat, the Tahoe House Hotel is a fabulous circa 1859 converted hotel. The owner, Daan, will treat you 
right – this is one of Christina’s favorite hotels in Nevada. Visit http://www.tahoehousehotel.com/ for more information and 
rates. 
 
Thursday Night Lodging in Reno 
There are numerous affordable options for lodging in Reno. Some decent options:  
 
Circus Circus http://www.circuscircusreno.com/ 
Silver Legacy http://www.silverlegacyreno.com/ 
Eldorado http://www.eldoradoreno.com/ 
 
THE GRAZE 
The Graze will take place on Thursday, April 14. And include Pyramid Lake and the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe Museum and 
Visitor Center. Pyramid Lake covers 125,000 acres, making it one of the largest natural lakes in the state of Nevada. Pyramid 
Lake is also the biggest remnant of ancient Lake Lahontan, the colossal inland sea that once covered most of Nevada. The 
scenery is spectacular, and the color of Pyramid Lake changes from shades of blue or gray, depending on the skies above. 
Exhibits at the multi-purpose museum describe the tribe’s history and culture and offer insight into why the Paiute people hold 
the lake and its surrounding landscape so sacred. Other displays focus on Pyramid Lake’s natural history and the many 



creatures that make the lake their home. These include the ancient Cui-ui fish and the world-famous Lahontan Cutthroat 
Trout. The lake also features a breeding ground for one of the largest colonies of American White Pelicans, which is certified 
as a National Wildlife Refuge. We will be hosted by Collections Manager Ben Aleck and tribal elder Ralph Burns, the 2010 
recipient of the Nevada Heritage Award. Ralph is a gifted performer and teacher of the Northern Paiute language and oral 
traditions as well as a skilled interpreter of the history and environment of Pyramid Lake. Time and weather permitting, we will 
visit The Great Stone Mother, a remarkable tufa rock formation that resembles a hooded Indian woman seated with an open 
basket lying next to her. To listen to the story on YouTube visit http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QPK7TbcUsEM. We will 
probably have lunch at a small Indian-owned and operated café in Wadsworth – arrangements pending. 
 
Group transportation will be provided for the Graze, but please be aware that if you need to leave the Graze early you will 
have to provide your own transportation. We will plan on returning to Reno at 4:00 pm, so plan your travel accordingly. If you 
are planning on staying the night in Reno after the Graze we will organize a group dinner at one of our excellent local Basque 
restaurants. 
 
CONFERENCE REGISTRATION 
Please register for the conference using the attached form, or contact WESTAF to request an AWSF conference registration 
form. Send the completed form and registration fees by the registration deadline of Monday, March 28, 2011, to: 
 

Jen Toews 
Western States Arts Federation 

1743 Wazee St., Suite 300 
Denver, CO 80202 

Phone (303) 629-1166 / Fax (303) 629-9717 
jen.toews@westaf.org 

 
Please make checks payable to WESTAF; MasterCard and Visa are also accepted. Registration forms may also be faxed to 
303.629.9717, or sent via e-mail to jen.toews@westaf.org. 
 
Because of the limited number of beds available at St. Mary’s, we strongly advise you to register early if St. Mary’s is your first 
preference for lodging. Please note that registration a lodging fees are nonrefundable.  
 
We hope to see you in Virginia City! 
 

This conference is made possible in part by the generous support of the 
Western States Arts Federation, the National Endowment for the Arts, the National Endowment for the Humanities, Nevada 

Humanities, and the Nevada Arts Council. 
  



Association of Western States Folklorists 
2011 Conference Registration Form 

 
NAME: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ORGANIZATION: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY: _______________________________________  STATE: _____________  ZIP: _______________________ 
 
CELL PHONE:  _______________________________  WORK PHONE:___________________________________ 
 
E-MAIL: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Conference registration fee:  
 

Regular Rate: $40       Student Rate (must be enrolled fulltime): $20     
 
Lodging at St. Mary’s Arts Center (space limited, allocated on a first come, first served basis): 
 

Shared bedroom/shared bath (four nights + self service light breakfast): $150     
 
Fulltime Students Only attic dorm cots/shared bath/shared gender (four nights + self service breakfast): $50    

 
TOTAL TO BE PAID:     
 
Payment method (please check one): 
 
[  ] Check (payable to Western States Arts Federation)  OR  Credit card:  [  ] Visa [  ] Mastercard 
 
Name as it appears on the credit card: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Account number: ________________________________________ Expiration date: _______________________ 
 
Signature: ________________________________________________________ Date: _____________________ 
 
Will you need transportation to Virginia City from Reno on 4/10?  Yes   No  
 
Will you be bringing your own vehicle and be willing to assist with carpooling to/from Virginia City?  Yes   No  
 
Will you be attending the Graze on Thursday?  Yes   No  
 
The American Folklore Society and the National Endowment for the Arts has generously provided support for the costs 
associated with the retreat conversation facilitated by Betsy Peterson. As such, there will be no workshop fee this year. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: REGISTRATION AND LODGING FEES ARE NOT REFUNDABLE 
 

Return your registration with your payment to: 
Jen Toews 

Western States Arts Federation 
1743 Wazee St., Suite 300 

Denver, CO 80202 
Phone (303) 629-1166 / Fax (303) 629-9717 

jen.toews@westaf.org 
  



Association of Western States Folklorists Annual Meeting 
April 10-14, 2011, Virginia City, Nevada 

DRAFT AGENDA 
Sunday, April 10 

Arrive in Reno 
 
2-4 p.m.   Nevada Museum of Art 
 
5-6:30 p.m.  Dinner in Reno 
 
6:30 p.m.  Drive to Virginia City, check into St. Mary’s Art Center or motel 
 
Monday, April 11 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. “That was Then, This is Now: Plain Talk About the Future of Public Folklore,” discussion facilitated 

by Betsy Peterson. 
Breaks for snacks and lunch 

 
6:30 p.m.   Group dinner, sponsored by WESTAF 
 
Tuesday, April 12 
8:30-10:30 a.m.  Wrap-up of Monday’s session 
 
11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Immigrant & Refugee issues in the West 
 
12:30 p.m.-5 p.m. Fourth Ward School, box lunch & tour; walking tour of Virginia City, Comstock History Center, 

Piper’s Opera House, Bucket of Blood Saloon. 
 
Evening   Dinner on your own 
 
Wednesday, April 13 
8:30-10:30 a.m. Regional program & project updates: Oregon Folklife Network, Utah Folk Arts Program, Cultural 

Conservation Corps, Montana Folk Festival, folklorist oral history projects (Western, AFS) 
 
11a.m.-12 p.m.  Regional cooperative projects 
 
12-1:30 p.m.  Lunch on your own 
 
1:30-2:30 p.m.   Planning for 2012 meeting  
 
2:30-4:00 p.m.  Cemetery tour 
 
4:00-6:00 p.m.  Book discussion: Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes  
 
Evening   Dinner on your own 
 
 
Thursday, April 14 
The Graze 
8:15a.m.   Drive to Reno,  
 
9 a.m.    Pick up bus for trip to Pyramid Lake 
 
10 a.m.-3 p.m.  The Graze: Visit to Pyramid Lake Paiute Reservation, museum  
 
4:30 p.m.   Return to Reno 
Fly out, or stay overnight in Reno for Friday departure. 


